
Dear Friends and Neighbors,

The past two years have been challenging for many reasons. People have 
experienced extremely difficult trials because of the pandemic and emergency 
shutdown, and I know many of you are still struggling. The good news is we are 
finally starting to turn the corner and we can see a light at the end of the tunnel. 
I’m grateful to every individual who has worked tirelessly to help our state get 
through this historic event.

Our state is strong, and although COVID 19 challenged us in so many ways, we 
have pushed forward and become even stronger. My heart goes out to all those 
who have lost loved ones to COVID. I praise your courage and effort, and I pray 
you can find peace in the coming days. Like you, I’m ready to look to the future 
with hope, as we work to make Washington a safe and prosperous place to live for 
everyone.

The recently concluded 2022 legislative session was also historic in many ways. 
Nearly 1,500 bills were introduced between the House and Senate and close to 
300 ultimately passed both chambers. We worked together across the aisle to pass 
some good policies that will make our state better. However, as we head into this 
interim, I can’t help but feel like we could have done so much more.

With my fellow Republicans, I entered this session with high hopes. We offered 
numerous real solutions to the many pressing issues facing our state. But in the 
end, the majority party passed mostly partisan legislation that failed to address 
many of our state’s most pressing needs.

The state collected record revenue and the majority party plans to spend nearly 
all of it. They also provided no tax relief to the people of Washington, failed to 
correct the police reform bills passed last session, didn’t fix the long-term care 
act and payroll tax, added several new taxes and fees to pay for an irresponsible 
transportation spending package, and allowed the governor to continue running 
the state without any checks and balances from the Legislature.

As your state legislator, I understand I represent everyone from the entire political 
spectrum. That’s why I do everything I can to work with representatives on 
both sides of the aisle to create and pass good policy that helps Washington. 
Obviously, we don’t see eye-to-eye on every issue, but that doesn’t mean we can’t 
work together to make Washington a safer and better place to live for everyone. 
Unfortunately, most of the major policies passed this session were one-sided, 
meaning too many voices have gone unheard.

We could have done so much more had the majority party worked with us and 
considered ideas and perspectives from both sides of the aisle. We are at our best 
when we work together to create sensible policies for everyone in Washington. I 
will continue to work on real solutions for the many issues we face as we work to 
create a better Washington.

It’s an honor to serve you in the 17th District.

Sincerely,

Paul Harris
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Operating Budget
We had a $15 billion budget surplus this year, but instead 
of saving some for a rainy day or paying down debt, the 
majority party voted to spend nearly all of it. Even worse, 
they did not give anything back to the taxpayers in 
Washington. This budget will increase spending by 
$6.1 billion to about $65 billion in 2021-23. State 
spending has almost doubled since the 2011-13 budget, 
when compared to 2023-2025. This kind of spending is 
unsustainable.

Republicans proposed both sales and property tax relief. 
However, not even the highly touted one-time sales tax 
holiday from House Democrats made it into the final budget. 
We could have fully funded our priorities in these uncertain 
times and provided tax relief. Yet, the majority party chose 
not to.

Transportation Spending Package 
Democrats also passed a 16-year, $17 billion transportation 
spending package. While they did not technically increase the 
“gas tax,” the truth is the transportation package is directly 
funded by taxes on gasoline from the cap-and-trade bill passed 
last year, amounting to a $5.4 billion tax increase in the next 
several years. Drivers will pay more at the pump and several new 
taxes and fees to pay for this package. Sadly, the transportation 
funding package also irresponsibly raided the Public Works 
Assistance Account. Again, we offered real solutions that solved 
our transportation problems without any new taxes or fees 
and without raiding reserves. However, the majority party 
rejected our plan, and Republicans were completely left out 
of the process.

The “Move Ahead Washington” spending package does a lot 
of good things, including providing money for an I-5 bridge 
replacement and several other projects in the 17th District. 
However, the people of Washington are going to pay for it, 
including through rising fuel prices, which are already at a 
record high. Although I support funding for the bridge 100%, 
I don’t support how they are paying for it.

Supplemental Budget: More Spending With No Tax Relief
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Session Successes
I introduced several bills this session, but none made it to the 
governor. However, I did help many good policies advance. I co-
sponsored several bills that made it to the governor’s desk, and I 
helped secure funding for some important causes in our district.

Smoking Cessation Money
I was able to secure a state appropriation of more than $3.2 
million in the supplemental operating budget for the Youth 
Tobacco and Vapor Products Prevention Account. The general 
fund state appropriation for fiscal year 2023 is provided solely 
for tobacco, vapor product, and nicotine control, cessation, 
treatment and prevention, and other substance use prevention 
and education, with an emphasis on community-based 
strategies. These strategies must include programs that 
consider the disparate impacts of nicotine addiction on specific 
populations, including youth and racial or other disparities.

Capital Budget Money for Homeless Shelter
I was also able to obtain money from the capital budget to 
help with much needed improvements at a homeless shelter 
in Vancouver. I secured $283,000 for the Winter Hospitality 

Overflow (WHO), which will go toward improving accessibility 
and other upgrades. These improvements will help those 
individuals and families who are suffering from homelessness 
and the good people volunteering to house them at the WHO.

Update On Homeless Camp
Speaking of helping the homeless, which continues to be one 
of the most pressing issues we face, I’m happy to report some 
progress on the ongoing issues caused by a homeless camp near 
my office in Vancouver. For close to a year, I have witnessed this 
camp near Mill Plain and Chkalov Drive continue to grow. I have 
worked closely with the mayor of Vancouver to keep her updated 
on this camp and express my concerns. Retailers and other 
businesses in the area share those concerns, and there are many, 
including increased crime, drug use, and garbage. Additionally, 
without any sanitary services available, the contamination was 
running into the sewer system and leading to environmental 
pollutions. I’m happy to report we have come up with a solution. 
The city provided a new location for these individuals to live, and 
in late April, the camp was cleared. I’m pleased we could work 
together for a positive outcome to this troubling situation.

Public Safety Still Suffering
Public safety has been and will continue to be a major issue for 
our district and the entire state of Washington. We had several 
pressing concerns coming into this session that affect public 
safety, including policing laws, substance abuse, increased 
theft and other property crimes, those with mental illness, 
and people suffering from homelessness. 

Unfortunately, those issues have not been resolved, including 
improving the police reform bills passed last year. While there 
were some minor fixes (House Bills 1735 and 2037), the biggest 
issue officers needed clarification on is their ability to pursue 
bad actors. Republicans offered a policy (House Bill 1788) that 
would have fixed the problem, but the majority party refused 
to act on it.

With no changes this session, officers are still required to 
meet the higher standard of probable cause in order to pursue 

suspects, even when they know a crime has been (or likely has 
been) committed. This will continue to hamper the efforts of 
law enforcement officers to detain and arrest criminals. And 
that will make our communities less safe. 

Crimes of all types continue to surge in Washington. 
Thousands are still suffering from substance abuse and mental 
health disorders, as well, yet the majority party is doing very 
little to help. We need to provide these individuals with the 
care they need, even if that means arresting them to protect 
them from themselves. Innocent people are being victimized 
by bad actors, and our laws continue to make it easier for these 
individuals to get away with crime. We will likely visit this 
topic again during the 2023 session.
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Plans for the Interim
The 2020 session is over, but I’m your representative 
year-round. Now that COVID restrictions have been 
lifted, I plan to meet with people in-person a lot more 
during the interim. However, whether it’s in-person, 
or via phone or virtually, I will be front and center 
in the 17th District listening to you and working on 
real solutions.

Please continue reaching out to me to share your input. 
I find it very valuable as I make important decisions in 
Olympia. You can contact me by calling my office at 
(360) 786-7976 or via email at Paul.Harris@leg.wa.gov. 

You can also schedule an appointment 
with me directly via Calendly. Just go to 
calendly.com/representative-paul-harris. I look forward 
to seeing you this interim. 
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