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Dear Friends and Neighbors:

It has been a very interesting two years in the Legislature, to say the 
least. The 2017 legislative session included three special sessions, but we 
passed historic education-funding legislation. This year, we adjourned on 
time for the first time since 2014 and passed a Hirst solution to address 
another court decision. We had many other accomplishments this session 
including legislation to address homelessness, tackle the opioid crisis, and 
make investments in our mental health system and facilities. 

Like any session, there are issues that did not get resolved. I wish we 
could have provided property tax relief this year and I am still working 
on getting the Tobacco-21 legislation passed. This legislative review 
provides a brief overview of the successes and issues I have been 
working on. 

While we are not in session, please remember I am your representative 
year-round. I urge you to call, email me, or send a letter. My door is 
always open, and I appreciate hearing from people in the 17th District. 

I am grateful and honored the people of our district have sent me to 
Olympia as their state representative.
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Fully-funding education
We have made significant investments in our K-12 education system the last few 
sessions to address the state Supreme Court’s McCleary order. I represented House 
Republicans in the McCleary negotiations. Negotiations were difficult and long, 
but in the end, I truly believe we have fulfilled our constitutional obligation - 
fully funding K-12 education and addressing the court order. The solution we put 
forward provides equity for students, teachers and taxpayers. We may need to do 
some fine-tuning as we move forward as the education legislation goes into effect. 

No new taxes
We were also able to stop the regressive and economically damaging tax increases 
the governor and House Democrats were pushing at the beginning of session. That 
means NO capital gains income tax, carbon tax or B&O tax on service businesses 
were part of the operating budget.

Addressing homelessness
Homelessness has become a major crisis in our state in the last ten years. The 
Legislature did pass a bill that provides local governments more funding and flex-
ibility to implement homelessness programs. House Bill 1570 also creates new and 
updated reporting requirements for state and local homeless housing programs. 
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Property tax relief
With the record tax revenue coming in I was hoping the 
Legislature would give some back to the taxpayers this 
year in the form of property tax relief. House Republicans 
introduced three bills this session that would have reduced 
property taxes in 2018, but none of the bills were given a 
public hearing. The Legislature did pass property tax relief, 
but it does not go into effect until 2019. It is a one-time 
property tax cut of $.30/$1,000 of assessed value in 2019, 
which is a cut of approximately $90 on a $300,000 house. 

Streamlining education powers and duties 
In collaboration with the Office of Superintendent of 
Public Instruction (OSPI) and the State Board of Education 
(SBE), I did get House Bill 2824 passed which will modify 
functions and duties between the two agencies related 
to learning standards, career and technical education 
(CTE) course equivalencies, and other responsibilities. The 
agencies worked very hard on the legislation and were able 
to identify duties that can be realigned to benefit schools 
and to make the system more transparent and efficient.

Tobacco-21
I was hopeful this was going to be the session we passed 
Tobacco-21 legislation. Unfortunately, House Bill 1054, 
which would have prohibited the sale of cigarettes, tobacco 
products, and vapor products to persons under the age of 
21, did not make it through the legislative process.

We passed it out of the House on the last day of session, but 
the Senate failed to take action on it. This is an issue I am 
very passionate about. My goal is to get tobacco products 
off of our school campuses. Healthier young people also 
have a positive impact on our long-term health care costs.

According to the 2014 U.S. Surgeon General’s report, nearly 
95 percent of smokers started smoking before age 21. The 
average age that a daily smoker has a first cigarette is 15, 
and the average age a person starts daily smoking is 18. 
Studies show that 90 percent of those who purchase to-
bacco products for youth are themselves under 21.

I will continue to work on gaining support for this legislation 
in the interim. Oregon recently passed a Tobacco-21 law.

School safety 
I was disappointed we didn’t do more to address school 
safety. House Republicans had a bill, House Bill 2442, 
that would have created the Students Protecting Students 
program. The legislation would have established a 
program in which students could use a mobile app to 
anonymously alert school administrators to ominous or 
dangerous threats with the intent of preventing school 
violence. The bill passed out of the House Education 
Committee unanimously, but the measure stalled in the 
House Appropriations Committee. 

However, we did get $750,000 allocated to school safety 
programs in the final budget. The House Education 
Committee chairperson and I, since I am the ranking 
Republican member of the committee, will be sending a 
letter to the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction 
(OSPI) asking that some of the money be spent on the 
Students Protecting Students program. We have been 
pushing school safety legislation for four years and have 
yet to get a bill through the Legislature, but funding for 
the program is progress.

Awards for work on 
health and education issues

I was excited to receive two awards for my legislative work. I 
received the Washington Business Alliance 2017 Career and 
Technical Education (CTE) Legislator of the Year Award for 
my leadership on behalf of CTE students statewide.

I also received the Courage Award from the American Cancer 
Society for sponsoring the T-21 legislation.

Hirst and capital budget
Two significant pieces of legislation we were able to reach 
agreement on early in session were Hirst and the biennial 
capital budget. Reaching a Hirst fix allowed us to move 
forward with the capital budget.

The capital budget or “construction” budget, as it is 
sometimes referred to, keeps our state’s infrastructure 
priorities in place. It makes strong investments in K-12 
school construction needs, our mental health care net, 
higher education facilities, veteran housing projects as 
well as local parks, trails and critical habitat. Projects in 
the 17th District include:

• $500,000 for the WSU Vancouver Life Sciences Building;

• $3 million for the DayBreak Youth Center for Adolescent 
Recovery;

• $167,000 for Sea Mar Dental Clinic Capacity; and

• $609,000 for the Cascadia Tech Academy.

The supplemental capital budget we passed at the end of 
the session includes $824,000 for the Port of Vancouver.

The Hirst solution, Senate Bill 6091, addresses many of 
the concerns we had with the controversial state Supreme 
Court ruling from October 2016. It provides some 
certainty and a long-term solution surrounding our state’s 
water law. The legislation grandfathers in existing wells 
and removes the mandate the court put on the counties 
to find their own legal water. The Department of Ecology 
will create concise charts for county planners so we know 
what is being required under water law.

Finally, there is also $300 million in the capital budget for 
instream flow and watershed planning projects, financed 
over 15 years.


